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POKER REGULATION IN EUROPE

Country Status of State Taxes Rake Charged | Player Tax Additional Comments
Regulation on Operators by Operators

Belgium

Bulgaria

Denmark

Estonia

Finland

France

Germany

Gibraltar

In progress
Law is contrary to EU

law

In progress

In progress

Regulated

Regulated, but changes
currently being
discussed.

Law is contrary to EU
law.

Regulated

In progress

Regulated

11/ Gross Gaming
Revenue

15/ Turnover

20/ Gross Gaming
Revenue

Online gambling: 5/ of

net revenues.

Games of chance and
tournaments: 5/ of

participation fees.
None

34/ Net profit
State of Schleswig-
Holstein:

20/ Gross Profit
Other states: 5/ on

stakes

Offshore

Same as .com

Unknown

Unknown

Same as .com

Same as .com

About 7/ cash
games
N/A

Same as .com

Proposed: either tax-free

or 33/ on recreational
players.

Regular players see here.

None

None

None

Poker winnings outside
EEA are taxable and

players are required to pay

normal income tax from
their winnings.

None

Some may apply.

None
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The Belgian law is seen as contrary to
fundamental European laws. A
complaint has been filed and we are
currently awaiting the verdict of the
European Commission.

Restrictions on advertising apply.

Regulated since January 2012.

Regulation is enforced by blocking the
domains of unlicensed operators. This
has proven to be very inefficient.

Monopoly by local operator. The law is
contrary to fundamental European
laws, and poker rooms operate as if
there is no law.

Changes are being discussed.

One state is regulated out of 16 states -
Schleswig-Holstein, but seems to
revoke the law. The rest voted a new
gambling law, which prohibits Online
Poker. The law proposed by the rest of
the 15 states is likely contrary to EU
law.

There are different types of license
operators can apply for and the tax can
vary.
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Greece

Hungary

Italy

Malta

Norway

Romania

Spain

Sweden

Regulated

Law is contrary to EU
law

In progress

Regulated

Regulated

Regulated

In progress

Regulated (in progress)

In progress

United Kingdom Regulated

Upcoming changes in
regulation expected

30/ Gross Profit

20/ Gross Profit
3/ Tournament tax

20/ Net tax on cash
games
Offshore

No licensed operators

To be confirmed Gross
Gaming Revenue or
Turnover

20/25/

+/ to the region
where they're
established (still
unknown)

Approximately 36/ in
company tax on the
profit (paid by local
operator)

.com rooms still
operate

15/ Gross Profit

Same as .com

Unknown
About 6/ cash
games

Same as .com

Same as .com

Unknown

Unknown

2.5/ on
cashgames, 10/
on tournaments
(local operator).
Same as .com

Same as .com

10/

None

Some may apply

Yes, details here.

Approximately 30/

25/ on any winnings when
more than 600 RON

The old IRPF law (taxation)
states that users will have
to pay per winnings and
not per benefit. They
consider poker as a lottery.

No tax on sites within EU,
30/ on gross winnings
outside EU.

None

Regulated since 2011, but has not
introduced a license scheme yet (which
is planned for Q1 2012). The political
and economic situation has delayed
further developments of the regulation.
Regulation commences in January 2012

To play on .it you have to have a
"codice fiscale" - a tax number.

There are different types of license
operators can apply for and the tax can
vary.

Online poker is prohibited in Norway.

State tax will be 1,5/ but not less than
400.000 RON.

Regulated as of December 2012.
Spanish players will only be allowed to
play in .es rooms, however users from
the rest of the world will be allowed to
play at .es

There is a ring-fenced monopoly site
that operates in Sweden. However
users play on .com rooms mostly.

Expected changes
In 2013.
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Netherlands In progress — but on hold N/A N/A N/A Regulation will be discussed by new
until elections in government (elections September
September 2012 2012). At the moment it looks like a

system similar to Denmark is the
preferred option.

Market will not be ringfenced
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Disclaimer:

PokerStrategy.com strives to be the number 1 news source when it comes to keeping its members informed of the latest legal developments in the world of online poker.
However, our providing you with up to date legal news and legal information is not the same as providing you with legal advice that is specific to your individual circumstances.
While our writers always try to ensure that any information presented on our website is accurate and useful to our members and readers, any articles appearing on
PokerStrategy.com are for informational purposes only and any opinions expressed are merely those of the writer or, where stated, PokerStrategy.com. While we certainly
hope that you find our reporting of legal developments entertaining, informative and educational, we would ask you not to place reliance on the same. Information published
on PokerStrategy.com is not intended to amount to legal advice (and should not be construed as such) and in no circumstances should any such information be considered a
substitute for the advice of a suitably qualified lawyer. Accordingly, we would always encourage you to seek independent legal advice if you believe that the subject matter of

this article is likely to affect you or your legal rights and responsibilities in any way.
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